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ENROLLMENT
High School:  .............. 35
Middle School:  .......... 20

FACULTY & 
ADMINSTRATION
Teaching Faculty: ....... 16
Faculty with Advanced 
Degrees: ..................... 9
Faculty with PhDs: ...... 4
Student-Faculty Ratio: 4:1
Average Class Size: .... 8

GRADUATION
REQUIREMENTS
(Advanced Diploma)
English ........................ 4
Foreign Language ..... 3
Mathematics ............... 4
Social Science ............ 4
Laboratory Science .... 4
Physical Education ..... 2
Arts .............................. 1
Electives ...................... 4
Total ............................ 26

SAT MEAN 
Reading/Writing ........ 706 
Math ............................ 728

SAT MEAN 
(International Students)
Reading/Writing ........ 560 
Math ............................ 693

THE SCHOOL 
Founded to be a model secondary school, Ideal Schools High School opened in 2008 as the first independent, 
co-educational, secular high school in Loudoun County, Virginia. We added a middle school in 2012 to provide a 
stronger foundation for younger academically advanced students. The school’s name was changed to Loudoun 
School for the Gifted (LSG) to reflect our focus on advanced students and college-level content.

ACADEMIC FOCUS 
LSG offers an academically rigorous program designed to challenge and inspire advanced students, along 
with a positive, enjoyable social experience. Students are encouraged to pursue every opportunity to read and 
learn deeply and broadly, to think honestly, creatively and critically, and to work with optimism and grit to solve 
complex and meaningful problems.

ACADEMIC POLICY AND GRADING SCALE
• LSG does not rank students.
• The standard academic load is five core academic 

courses per semester plus electives. 
• Weighted and unweighted GPA is reported on 

the official transcript. 
• Since 2017-2018, LSG reports course grades 

on the transcript using the 100 point scale to 
promote transparency. End-of-term/end-of-year 
GPA will be based on the 4-point scale.

• GPA is calculated on a 4-point scale.
• GPA is weighted by an additional 1.0 for AP 

courses and 0.5 for Advanced classes.

CURRICULUM INFORMATION
• Courses at LSG are taught at an Honors-

comparable level.
• Some courses are designated “Advanced” to 

represent an additional level of rigor.
• Courses are one or two semesters long.
• Students engage in discussion-based seminar 

classes.
• Courses are designed around college-level texts.

HIGHEST LEVEL COURSES 2018-2019
English 

• AP English Lit & Comp (FOUNDERS Online)
• American Modernism: 20th Century Fiction 

(Adv)
Social Sciences

• The Enlightenment: Source of All Good Ideas 
(Adv)

• Modern American History (Adv)
Laboratory Science

• AP Physics C: Mechanics and E&M
• AP Physics 1
• AP Biology (CTY Online)
• Advanced Chemistry (Adv) *

Mathematics
• Multivariable Calculus (CTY Online) (Adv)
• AP Calculus BC
• AP Calculus AB

Foreign Language
• Post AP: French Literature (Adv)
• Spanish 5 (Adv)
• Chinese 4
• Latin 3

GRADING SCALE
A ...... (93‐100)  ......= 4.0 C ....... (73‐76)  ........ = 2.0
A‐ ..... (90‐92)  ........= 3.7 C‐ ..... (70‐72)  ........ = 1.7
B+ .... (87‐89)  ........= 3.3 D+ .... (67‐69)  ........ = 1.3
B ...... (83‐86)  ........= 3.0 D  ...... (64‐66)  ........ = 1.0
B‐ ..... (80‐82)  ........= 2.7 F  ...... (below 64)  .. = 0.0
C+ ... (77‐79)  ........= 2.3

ADVANCED PLACEMENT
• LSG is not AP-driven.
• Advanced Chemistry prepares students for the AP 

exam. *
• Teacher recommendation and strong academic 

standing are required for AP enrollment.
• LSG offers AP courses in subjects where the 

curriculum meets our expectations. 
 
AP offerings for 2018-2019:

• Calculus AB 
• Calculus BC
• Physics 1
• Physics C: Mechanics
• Physics C: Electricity & Magnetism
• Biology (CTY Online)

Previous AP offerings (2015-2018):
• Biology
• Computer Science Principles
• English Language and Composition
• English Literature and Composition
• Chemistry
• French

AP Results (classes with three or more students 
enrolled):
  5 4 3 
Eng Lit and Comp 43% 57% 0%
Calculus AB  88% 12% 0%
Calculus BC  25% 50% 25%
Chemistry  17% 17% 50%

ACADEMIC MILESTONE PROJECTS
(details on page two)

• Tenth Grade Research Seminar: Investigation & 
Outreach

• Eleventh Grade Individual Study (Optional): 
Personal Goals and Deep Study

• Senior Research and Practicum: Professional 
Readiness and Leadership

SPECIAL PROJECTS
(details on page two)

• Historic Ashburn Colored School Rehabilitation
• Publications: Yearbook, Literary Magazine
• Model United Nations
• Human Powered Vehicle

2018-2019



COLLEGE ADMISSIONS 
• Allegheny College
• American University
• Bard College
• Baylor University
• Bryn Mawr College
• Carnegie Mellon 

University
• Christopher Newport 

University
• Colorado School of 

Mines
• Cornell University
• Dickinson College
• Drexel University
• Eckerd College
• Embry-Riddle 

Aeronautical 
University

• Gettysburg College
• Goucher College
• James Madison 

University
• Johns Hopkins 

University
• Kenyon College
• McDaniel College
• Middlebury College
• NC State University
• Oberlin College
• Occidental College
• Pepperdine 

University
• Purdue University
• Rensselaer 

Polytechnic Institute
• Sarah Lawrence 

College
• Stetson University
• Sweet Briar College
• Texas Christian 

University
• The New School
• University of 

California, Berkeley
• University of 

Massachusetts, 
Amhersts

• University of 
Richmond

• University of South 
Carolina 

• University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville

• University of 
Vermont

• University of Virginia
• Vassar College
• Virginia 

Commonwealth 
University

• Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute (Tech)

• Washington and 
Jefferson College

• William and Mary 
College

• Williams College

SPECIAL PROJECTS
• Model UN: The LSG Model United Nations (UN) Program is a student-led club that participates in the 

National High School Model UN conference, the world’s largest Model UN conference, each year with more 
than 5,000 people from around the world. In Model UN, students debate as UN delegations and simulate 
UN bodies, producing UN resolutions in official UN format.

• Publications: Our student-led yearbook and literary magazine staffs solicit and review submitted artwork, 
photographs and writing to produce thematically-unified and representative annual publications. They use 
industry-standard software, including Adobe Photoshop and InDesign.

• Historic Ashburn Colored School Rehabilitation: Students work with expert historians, architects, and 
archaeologists to renovate the oldest school in Ashburn, a one-room schoolhouse built in the 1890s 
for African American children. The project also requires students to write successful grants, mobilize an 
effective fundraising campaign and manage public relations.

• Human Powered Vehicle: In this weekly program, students are building an aerodynamic high-speed 
bicycle in a maker-space, learning to use shop tools and how to weld steel.

HIGH SCHOOL OBJECTIVES AND MILESTONE PROJECTS
This section sets forth: (1) our high school program objectives in five areas, and (2) specific milestone projects in 
our academic program, with the goal of independent and original work before our students graduate.

Program Objectives 

1. Knowledge and Reasoning
• Enduring learning in academic 

courses
• Deep dive into college-level content 

in core academic subjects
• Evidence of independent 

investigation and sophisticated 
reasoning about complex questions 
and problems

2. Academic Skills and Work Habits
• Define and pursue personal academic 

and civic goals 
• Work independently towards learning 

more about and achieving these goals 
for intrinsic reasons

• Be self-reliant

3. Social and Emotional “Fitness”
• Seek honest feedback to work 

towards mastery
• Present work orally, and prepare work 

to reach audiences outside the school
• Work with experts outside of school 

to conduct research and to build 
“professional” networks

• Work to develop poise

4. First Principles: Justified Optimism 
and Self-Efficacy

• Act on the principle that positive 
change can happen, and that you can 
initiate or participate in long-term 
efforts to make positive change

5. The Basics
• Introductions, courtesy, gratitude, eye 

contact, respect (includes listening), 
etiquette, appropriate language, 
dressing for success, conflict 
resolution

Milestone Projects 
 
Tenth Grade Research Seminar: Investigation & Outreach: 
The tenth-grade milestone builds on the skills acquired 
in eighth grade, requiring greater independence and 
self-direction and offering direct instruction in more 
sophisticated research methodologies. Students work 
for one semester on an extended independent project 
that involves working with individuals outside of school 
to accomplish a specific goal. The class meets together 
regularly for instruction and feedback, but students 
independently design and execute their research project. 
At the conclusion of the course, they formally present their 
individual findings to the school community.

Eleventh Grade Individual Study (Optional): Personal 
Goals and Deep Study:  
In eleventh grade, students have the opportunity to earn one 
to two credits for individual deep academic study. To earn 
credit, they must prepare and successfully defend an original 
proposal to a panel of faculty and then fulfill the conditions 
of that proposal. Based on the college model, this course 
requires the student to design the rationale, reading list, 
timetable, and final product, which will become part of their 
high school portfolio. Regular one-on-one meetings with a 
faculty mentor support student learning and accountability. 
Students are encouraged to select topics that could 
contribute to their senior research and practicum. 

Senior Research and Practicum (Optional): Professional 
Readiness and Leadership:  
This optional, semester-long senior practicum is an 
opportunity to explore a subject deeply within real-world 
contexts. The goal is to learn how professionals practice 
a discipline the student might pursue in college. Faculty 
mentors provide guidance on the project and identify 
opportunities for relevant experiences outside of school. 
Students may work in a co-working space in Washington, 
D.C., for access to a larger pool of research and internship 
prospects. Before graduation, students present their findings 
to the school community and are required to have at least 
one outside expert on their review panel.
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